Use the template and example below to develop a PASSIVE parental consent form.

Submit your consent form on your organization’s official letterhead.
PARENT INFORMATION ABOUT A RESEARCH STUDY

[Title of Study]
Introduction

My name is __________.  I am a [student/ professor] in the Department [or School] of __________ at [organization name].  I am doing a research study [or if student:  I am working with my faculty advisor, Professor __________, on a research study] about ________________ [short description, e.g. playground activities during recess]. You are receiving this information to let you know [e.g., we will be observing recess at your child’s school for one week].
Purpose

[Give brief explanation of why study is being done, using one or two sentences written in clear language understandable to the target population. Include a statement that the project is not part of the students’ school work.]
We are doing this study to [e.g. find out more about the kinds of activities students choose to participate in during recess]. The school and district have agreed that we can do the research project at your child’s school. This study is not part of your child’s school work and it will not be graded.
Procedures
[Briefly describe what will happen during the stud, in a short paragraph or a bulleted format. Indicate location where procedures will take place (e.g., in classroom or other setting), and amount of time the project will take. See example below.]
Two or three research observers will be on the playground during recess. They will make notes of how many students are using the different types of play equipment (such as the climbing structure, slide, soccer balls, or jump ropes). They will record their notes on a clipboard.

The researchers will not interrupt recess activities in any way. They will not talk to the students or ask them any questions. No pictures, videos, or audio recordings will be made of the students on the playground.

The researchers will observe recess each day for one week.

Confidentiality/Benefits/Risks

[Briefly explain how data will be used including the anonymous/confidential nature of the data. Also indicate any benefits to students or risks students may encounter. See example below.]

All playground notes recorded by the observers will be kept anonymous and confidential. They will only be shared with the research team to analyze the data. Reports based on these notes will not identify any school names or student names. 
Students will not receive any benefits from the playground observations, and there is very little risk to students involved in this project. Students may notice the observers on the playground. Classroom teachers and playground monitors are aware of the study and will explain why the observers are there if students ask.
Voluntary Participation
Your child’s participation is completely voluntary.  If you or your child do not wish to participate you will not be penalized in any way.
You only need to sign and return this permission form if you DO NOT wish for your child to participate in the recess observations.
****************************************** [Do not detach this section to return form]
PARENT REFUSAL
If you decide that your child* may NOT participate in this study, please sign and date below. Return this form to your child’s teacher by [day and date, e.g., Wednesday, September 28, 2016].

___________________________________

*Child Participant Name (please print)









_______________

Parent/Guardian's Name (please print)


Date









_______________
Parent/Guardian's Signature




Date

[SHORT STUDY NAME HERE] 
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